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currently", but does not state to what it is countercurrent with. The term "physical property" is 
unduly broad. The liquors differ in concentrations, not physical properties, e.g. color. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 95/04188 or 
WO 94/12720 with or without the ADMITTED PRIOR ART. ^ ^ UQ^Z 

The claims are broadly and vaguely claimed do not define over WO 95/04188 or WO 
94/12720. WO 94/12720 teaches separating the filtrate at points (6), wherein some of the filtrate 
goes to oxygen delignification part to the evaporation where it is separated again to combustion 
and to wash liquor (4). WO 94/t272G, Figure 3 teaches filtrate separation from washer (16) to 
tank after (PO-stage and to lines (6) to 7(7) split again to washer (12) at 7b and to washer filtrate 
at 7a and to line (8) which goes to washer (17). Also filtrate (3) is split to washer 17 via line (4) 
and to evaporation BY LINE (5). It would be obvious to the artisan that a separator would 
separate the various filtrates to their different locations. If WO 95/04188 or WO 94/12720 do 
not separation devices, then such filtrate separation devices are taught by the ADMITTED 
PRIOR ART, e.g. the washers and filtrate devices which separate different portions of the 
filtrate, or TUOMI which teaches using various portions of the wash filtrates, having different 
amounts of impurities, can be recycled to different parts of the delignification process. It would 
have been obvious to the routineer that the filtrates of WO 95/04188 or WO 94/12720 could be 
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separated using the separation devices of the ADMITTED PRIOR ART or TUOMI and recycled 
to various parts of the process depending upon the amounts of impurities in each portion as 
taught by TUOMI. 

When filing an "Official" FAX in Group 1730, please indicate in the Header (upper 
right) "Official" for papers that are to be entered into the file. The "Official" FAX phone 
numbers for this TC 1 700 are: 

Non-Final Fax: 703-872-9310 After-Final FAX: 703-872-931 1 

When filing an "Unofficial" FAX in Group 1730, please indicate in the Header (upper 
right) "Unofficial" for Draft Documents and other Communications with the PTO that are not for 
entry into the file of the application. This will expedite processing of your papers. The 
"Unofficial" FAX phone number for this Art Unit (1731) is 703-305-71 15. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the primary 
examiner should be directed to Steve Alvo whose telephone number is 703-308-2048. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 6:00 AM - 2:30 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Stanley Silverman, can be reached on 703-308-3837. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 

The Customer Services Center for Technology Center 1700 (703-306-5665) shall provide the 
following service assistance to external and internal customers in the areas listed below: 

Services provided: 

Paper Queries and Locate and Match Papers 
Status Queries (written or oral) 
Expected Action Dates 
Route Phone Calls 

Find and Retrieve Applications for Customers 
Provide Examiner Information 

Assist Customers when Office Action is not Received in Whole or Part 
Patent Application Filing Receipts 
Missing References 


